THE WOOING OF THE PRINCESS         49
>teding,' by Court Marshal von Gerleheim. I as most graciously received by them both. The -incess commanded me to be shown to her private >artments, and gave me audience in her own lamber. There was no one else present, except first Fraulein von Genninggen, who stood dis-eetly apart, and with her back turned to us ; she terwards, at my suggestion, left the room. I then ok the opportunity to carry out the mission with liich I had been graciously entrusted by your lectoral Highness. I asked first whether her highness was free of all other matrimonial engage-ents, and in that event whether she was favourably sposed to the Electoral Prince's suit ?
" Her Highness at first seemed to be surprised id agitated. But she soon composed herself, and tid that I could rest assured that she was entirely ee from any engagements, as the negotiations stween herself and the King of Spain had been )mpletely broken off. Nevertheless, she added, iy proposition came to her very unexpectedly, as
quote her own words) ' she had never flattered erself that any one in Hanover had so much as lought about her'. That they should have done >, she could only ascribe to the will of God and le goodness of your Electoral Highness, and she oped that you would not find yourself deceived in le favourable opinion you had formed of her from rhat others had told you. This much, at least, she rould admit, that she would infinitely prefer an
lliance with your Electoral House to any other ; VOL. I.                      4